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fuch are the acquiiitions of men of the
higheft rank and learning, you may conjecture the
deplorable ftate of ignorance in which the great body
of the people are involved. They are deluded and
plundered by every rude pretender to fanftity :
their religion eonfift*, wholly of rites* and their fcience
of charms* To gain their admiration, it is fufficicnt
to aflume a fanfaftic dre&, and to litter fobs affcf
ejaculations.

, Faael, tho minifler of Acber, fubmittcd to
the tuition of learned pundits, for many years, and
has written an abitr/ict of Hindoo fcience at once in-
fipid, fubtle, and unintelligible*- The fame thing
happened to Data Sheko, the elder brother of Au-
rengssebe, who, after many years profound refearch^
has left a fketch of his attainments, that demonftrato?
nothing fo much as the futility of his purfuit

SIR. William Jones himfcif, who carried on the
ftudy of Sanfcrit literature with greater fuccefs than
any other man, fccms often bewildered, and becomes
unintelligible to himfelf in purfuing thefe fubtletiaS
and conceits, which have been dignified with the
name of fcience : and it may f^fely be affirmed that
on no fubjeS did he ever beftow fo much labour,
and derive fo littl^ufeful knowledge* In a papef
upon tfcis fubjeft, communicated to the Society in
R 2                          Calcutta,*

* It Is contnintd Jn tic 3$ tol* of Ayeen